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1 THE 


* FREFACHE. 


To the Reverend the 
Parochial Clergy and 

School-Maſters in this 

Kingdom. bs 


Keverend Sirs, 


HE following Letter about 

24 Practical Method of 
Catechixing, tho applied to 4 
forreign Clergy, having bad 
the fortune to pleaſe ſome here, 
A whoſe 


r 
whoſe judgment I ought to ſubmit 


10; So that Tam forc'd to let it 


appear more publickiy abroad, 
than I did ever intend it ſhould 
It hong ht however, I ought not 
to let it do ſo, without firſt Ad- 
dreſſing my ſelf to you, and with- 
ou traving leave alſo, with all 
Submiſſion, to offer to you the 
Method I hade propos d as beſt, in 
Order to Inſtill into the minds of 
Youth a due underſtanding ef the 


Principles of Chriſtianity ; and 


_ this the rather, - becauſe there 


are ſome peculiarities in our Cir- 
l cnmſt ances on this fide the Witter, 

4 ferent fromthoſe on the other, 
with reſpr& to which, ſomething 
onght to be ſaid by way of Pre- 


1 FY. 
Tarn. © A 
CO | F am 


The Preface. 
1 am jure you are a5 much ſen- 
ſible as Lean be, that he Inſti- 


tut ion of. Tout h in the Principles 
of Chriſtianity is of infinite Con- 
ſequence to their own. private 
Happineſs, and the publick wel- 
Fare both of Church and State : 
And I believe you do 4s earneſtly 
wiſh. as 1 can, that in an Age ſo 
verſe as. ours is, when: the 
wery Children, from the Example 
of their Parents,have ſo little re- 
gard to our Exbartatidns, the 
Practice of Catechetical Inſtrubti- 
on could be ſo Met hodix d, ar to 
make. this Inſtituion go eaſily 
down with e * FDegres 

of them. 
Now this is the 2 of white 
J have endeawour d in the follow- 
1 2 ing 


The Preface. 
ing Leiter to do: And for this 
Cauſe it is, that I have divided 
the Children and Touth into ſeve- 
ral Clafles, being ftrongly per- 
 ſwaded, that if this Method were 
taken in any Pariſh or School in 
the Nation, neither Miniſter nor 
School-Maſter would want Cate- 
_ chumens of either Sex, or of what- 
ever Age it can be thought rea- 
ſonabhle to have Perſons come to 
be. Catechix dl. 9 

I. As to the firſt Claſs, whic 
I make to conſiſt of Children, till 
about the Age of nine Tears, and 
whom I would hade to learn by 
heart the Words of the Church- 
Eatechiſm, with a Morning and 
Evening Prayer, form'd out of 
the Catechiſm it ſelf, and which 

1 


The Preface. 


| For that reaſon will be the more ea- 
ſily learnt by them, I cannot think 
itt hard to get them all to it, if 
ſome pains be taken to render 
their Parents, Guardians, or 
Maſters ſenſible of their Duty to 
oblige their Children, Servants, 
and Apprentices thereunto: And 
as thoſe Perſons can never anſwer 
it to God, and the Souls of their 
Children, Apprentices, and Ser- 
wants, who do not encourage and 
oblige them conſtantly to attend 
this or the 'like Method of In- 
ſtruction, and that till they are 
at leaſt nine Tears of Age; So 
it will be no hard matter by our 
publick Sermons, ſeconded by our 
private Applications, to render 
them at laſt ſenſible of their Duty 
therein. Nor, II. Will 


| 


The Pretace. 
II. Will the ſame Application 


be wit bout its Effect, with: re- 
lation to the Tout hl hade propoſed © 
for the Second Claſs, namely 


thoſe from nine to thirteen years 
of Age, tho newer ſo much talen 
up with Labour; if as we ſay, 


we fFroak them with the Hair, 


| that is render their Task as eaſie 


to them as poſſeble, ſo as not to be 
Inconſiſtent with the Labour and 


Buſineſs they are imployed in. 


T do indeed propoſe to this | 


Second · Claſs of Catechumens, 
to get ſome Expoſition ou the Cate- | 
chiſm by heart, which at firſt - | 

fe bt will ſeem hard to bring man 
of hem to. But as I make this | 
Claſs to conſiſt of Children, be- | 
tween nine and thirteen, ſo I | 

Nets ND cage would | 


The Preface 


would have them oblig'd for the 
firſt Tear to little more than to 
read in the Congregation , the 
Anſwers which they are to make. 
The next Tear, or the next going 
over their Expoſition, I would in- 
deed have them to recite by heart 
each Anſwer ; but yet ſo that it is 
not to be expected from them to 
do it very diſtinctly. But at the 
laſt going over it, at about ele- 
den or twelve Tears of Age, it 
may be expected, that they ſhould 
repeat the Anſwers perfecily woll, 
and afier having gone over the 
Expoſir ion twice before, this will 
be no hard matter for them 10 do: 
And indeed if then the Queſtions 
and Anſwers, were ſo broken by 


the Catechiſt, according to his 


. Own 


The Preface- 


own Diſcretion, that they ſhould 
be under a neceſſity of exerciſing 
in ſome meaſure their own Judg- 
ments, by returning, not to a cer- 
tain Set of Words, a certain and 
determinate Anſwer, but appoſitel) 
ſo much of the Anſwer, as belongs 
to ſome particular part of the 
Queſtion, I cannot but think this 

would be very Beneficial to them. 
But. 

III. I preſume it will be thought 
the greateſt difficulty to Conſtitute 
4 Third Claſs of Catechumens, 
or to induce the Youth from four- 
teen totwenty, to put themſelves 
under our Inſtruction in aCateche- 


tical way: But yet I am fully per- 


ſwated, this will be no hard mat- 


ter 10 compaſs, if proper Methods 
be 


— _ 
— — 


courſe of Catechetical Inſtrudii. | 


r 
be taken to perſwade them, which 
I humbly conceive are 1. tolnvite 


each Touth perſonally to give 


themſelves up to your Inſtruclion: 
Arid 2. To take them ſeparate- 
h . the Congregation, either 
be ore or after Evening Service, 
into the Chancel, or your own 
Parlours; And then 3. Having 
recommended to them a proper 
Cotechetical Treatiſe to read, 
to confer with them as it were, 
and that in. a Familiar manner 
; 5 what they have laſt read: 
Ind of what mighty conſequence 
would it be, if t he Tout h of our 
ation, after having been pub- 
:chly Catechir'd in the Congre- 
gation, were put under | another 


a on 


The Preface. 


on ſuitable to more gr own years? 
Indeed if the Touth of every 
Pariſh of about fifteen Tears or 
apwards, till about twenty, 
ſhould every Sunday Evening a- 
fter the Congregation is diſmiſs'd, 


come tothe Miniſter of the Pariſh 
in the Veſtry, or Chancel of the 
Church, or bis Parlour, and 
there render h im an account of 
what they have read, and pre- 
pare themſelves to anſwer bis 
Examinations upon the points 
which they bave been reading, 
the Week or Lord - Day preceed- 
ing; I do not know what would 
tend more to their Edification 
than this : It would lay a ſort of 
obligation upon themto read con- 
fiderable'pations everySunday at 
heaft, 


- — 


The Preface. 


leaſt, and ſo would inure them 
to a right ſpending of that day. 
It would be a means to fix their 
attention in their reading. It 
would give each Miniſter an op- 
portunity to acquaint bimfelf 
with he Profeciency of the 
Tonth of bis Pariſh, in know- 
lege and Vertue; and according 
as be = then proficients in 
both, he might invite them to 
an early engagement of them- 
ſelves to God, firſt in Confir- 
mation, and afterwards at ibe 
Sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 
per. And laſtly, it would wonder- 
fully endear the Miniſter and his 
People to each other, than which 


nothing will be more for thejr 


benefit, and bis comfort: 
| A 3 1 


The Preface: 

It ic ſ, ad to ſee bow univ erſal- 
ly backwaxd our Touth are, 
when grown up, to come to be 
Catechizd, as if it were too 
Childiſb an Inſtitutian, and be- 
lo them to he ſeen at. Ibe con- 
ſequence of which is, that they 
never become ſufficiently ground- 
ed in Chriſtianity, and are lei 
looſe to follow their own vicious 
Inclinations, without the Re- 
ſtraint of Chriſtian Principles, 
when the effecis of Corrupt Na- 
ture are moſt ſtroug and boiſte- 


rous within them, and when 


evil. Company do moſt haunt 
them. But ſance it it ſo, that 
a. dr what we can, they 
WI 

themſelves to the ordinary Cate- 


chizing 


ſcarse be brought to ſubmit 
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The Preface. 
chixing among Children, it will 
he Neceſſary that we provide for 


their ſafety by ſome other Method. 


And this more Manly way of In- 


ſtruction here propos d, being 
more rr e to their Ave, and 


being 4 lind of Conference 


with Heng ; Taare fay, it would 
be Very taking with all of” them: 


And they would become: thereby 


ſo throughly ſeaſoned, aud per- 
feòted in Religious Principles, 


that there would be little danger 
of their miſcarriage ever after. 
And this way of putting then 

to frame Anſwers themſelves, 
ont. of what they ſhall read, will 
I conceive be much more Fafie, 
and Profitable, than to oblige 
them to get the Anſwers by heart, 
which 


The Preface 
which are form d for them by o- 
thers ; More Eafic, for perhaps 
not one in an hundred of thoſe 
years, when they begin to be en- 
gag d in Buſmeſs, has leiſure ſuf- 
ficient to get any thing conſide- 
rable without book, which is the 
reajon that ſo few of the grown 
Youth can be brought to make any 
aſe of thoſe many Expoſitions 
which have been made by way of 
Queſtion and Anſwer : Whereas, 
once or twice reading a ſhort 
Diſcourſe with attention, will 
enable any Touth of tolerable 
Apprehenſions, to offer at ſo 


much toward an Anſwer, as to 
ſatisfie the Catechiſt that be un- 


derflands what he reads. 
And 


The Preface. 

And more Profitable this Me - 
thod will appear to be, becauſe it 
puts the Catechumen ( as was 
Juſt now obſerved, with reference 
to thoſe of the Second Claſs) up- 
on a further Neceſſuy of forming æ 
judgment himſelf upon what he 
reads; whereas, the bare repeat- 
ing of an Anſwer made to bis 
bands, will render him but little 
wiſer than the Parrot, which is 


taught to utter N ords ſhe uncler- 
ſtands not. 


And beſides the Advantages 
in this Method of infuſing Chri- 
ſtian Knowlege into the minds of 
Touth, to 4 degree as would 
render them, I am perſwaded, 


much above the attainments of 
many, who are advanc d far be- 


yond 


yond them in Tears ; And be- 
fader, that at this Catechetical 
Exerciſe they will be perfectly in- 
fernfled in the Method of per- 
forming their publick Devotion, 
to the Glory of God, and the 
Edification of others, and to 
ther own Comfort, things of 
the greateft Importance; I ſay 
beftaes the two former advan- 8 
tages to the Catechumens, the _ | 
Miniſter himſelf will find this 
no ſmall one, accruing alſo to him- 
felf by ſuch his Catechetical 
Society, that be will be ſure of 
4 number of excellent Spirits 
 difpers'd amongſt the ſeveral 
 Familierof hn Pariſh, by won. 
he might eaſily revive Family 
Religion, '/o uhiverſaly and 
*. _m__ ſhametully 
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The Preface. 
ſbamefully now neg ledted, and 
diſus d; Theſe being as it were 
bis Lay-Chaplains 10 perform 
that part. of Religion therein, 
1 according to his Direclions: 
Not to ſay, that ſo many jerioxs 
perſons being ſo ſenſibly benefited - 
by bis Inſtructions, and the pains 
he bas taken with them, will be 
n pon all occaſions his Advocates 
againſt the Obloquies and Detra- 
Gion of thoſe, who are always up- 
on the wicked Topick of Revi- 


41 ling the Clergy for their Office 


$8 


ale. TS 
Aud now give me leawe to 
apply my ſelf more particularly to 
you, my Learn'd Brethren, who 
hade the Government of Schools. 
And in the firſt place, I deſire 
A B you 
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you would pleaſe to conſider, that 
the very Original, and chief de- 
fin of Schools within the Chri- 
ſtian pale, is to inftru& Toth in 
the Principles of Chriſtianity, 
and to imbue them with Humane 
Literature, in order only, and 
in ſubſerwiency to that end; Ac- 
cording to which Original Tofti- 
tution, one of the great Schools 
of our Native Country, does ſtill 
bear in the en rt of ita 
Fuildings. 

Schola Catechizatiogis in 
Chriſti Op. Max. fide, & bonis 
Literis. 

And purſuant to the ſame de- 
fien of their Foundation the 2 gth 
Canon does ftrifly egioyn all * 
Sr ho GN to cer their 
Scholars. * © Serondly, 
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Sec, It may be in no 
caſe more proper to know your 
own Power than in this; And 
that, as it is abſolutely in 4 
manner in your own Breaſts, .to 
appoint what Books your Sc ho- 
lars miſt have, 0 one would 
think there is ſcarcely that Parent 
ſo bad himſelf, who will not be 
very well pleas'd hi Child ſhould 
be Principłd in Religion, as 
well as Learn ing and who will 
not thank the School-Maſter, 
who puto him upon buying a 
Catechetical Expoſition, and 
whatever other ſmall Books may 
be thought re quifit to Iuſtruct 
him in the Principles of his Re- 
Rien and TP Oren. 
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Thirdly and Laſtly, Whereas 
there newer was ſo great 4 
growth of Deilm, and Infideli- 
ty as now, it may be worthy your 
Reflection, whether to have the, 
Tout h of the moſt ſprightly paria 


Inſtructed in no other, Theology 
than what they learn from ihr 
Greek and Latin Poets, may 

WT, a g 

. not have. a dangerous Tendency. 


to ſuch execrgble Opinions, ænd 
to 2 difrelijþ. of Chriſtian Bos. 


1 


(> Are 3, fa At ed. 
A which canſider'd,, I could. 
wiſh, that every one of your moſt 


uſeful P rofeſſian would Pleaſe to. 


_ make it a main part of his gare, 
throughiy to Principle his Scho 
lars in the Doctrine Chriſtian 


Religion, by a W eeklyC atechix ing 


a 
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of them : I ſay in the Doctrine 
of Chriſtianity Y, for all, Moral 

Davies ars ſo much the diblates 

of Natural reaſon, that haf the 


pains is not neceſſary to make 


thicks, as Chriſtian Priaciples, 
which being many of them above 


Humane reaſon, they muſt be 
often inculcated,, ere "hey can be 


apprehended ; And beſides, till 
theſe Principles, which are the 
grand Motzwes, aud moſt forcible 
9 to a Holy Life, have ob- 


dler ſtoad and believed, morality 


mill advaneg but poorly, as the | 
15 nchen moves fowl the ejpring 


x 'F 2009 


Men. underſtand © Chriſtian E. 


tai d their due force in aur 
minds, by being competently. un- 


. The mommy 
I Joow indeed,” in ſuch FY 
1 4 Laborious Enrployment as a” 
School- Maſter 7 is the whole week 
| round, he can find but little 
leiſure to compoſe Diſ: courſe es, and 
Explanations of hir own, to give 
ibem upon theſe Heads; ant 
this perhaps is he She rexſon | 
with many that Catehetical — |: 
laſtruction is ſo much laid aide 1 
in their School. But it it nt ö 
at all neceſſary, that the Cate- 
chiſt , either denominatibn, 
weis her Miniſter: or Schoolt Ma- 
ſtor, ſhould himſelf be the Aut hor 
of that In ſtruction given to Ton h. 
For why, do not the Learned of 
4 your Frofeſſion male uſe of 
. Grammars — da 8 3 b | 
ay wi 4 5 perſons perhapsof leſs” - 
Ay Learning 
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ro Learning: than themſelves 7 And 
do they not think, that they do 
| faſſciemby diſcharge their own 
| part, in bringing the Youth on 
| through ſeveral Claſſes to under- 
ſtand theſe Authors? It is from 
that very Method of yours, in 
1 reaching Humane Learning, that 
I base borrowed wine for the 
1 more eaſie acquiring of Divine 
Hiowlege; And why may not 
_ "Claſſes be form'd as well for one 
4s the other? And why may not 
| one day inthe Week be ſet aſide to 
examine them in the parts allotted 
to them io learn, namely Satur- 
| day Morning ? And why after 
RT. he ould they not be di miſs'd 
1 a charge to ſpend the vacant 
| par of the Fires 5 * a), in which 
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The Preface, 


they ; are hot at the publick Wor: 
ſhip, in Studying theſe rudiments 


of Chriſtianity * And particu: 
larly, aha affen, why ſow 


not the more romn Tonth be 


* 


firifily enjoyn to read with at- 
tention, ſueh Books, and ſuch 
portions, as ſhall be allotted them? 
And fure, if all the Touth in 
Schools were tnjoyn'd to rea 
every Sunday ſuch Books as. ſhall 


be thous ht proper, aull an account 


were demanded of them concern- 
ing what they have read, every 


Munday Morning, as duly as they 
are made to ſay a part in their 


this would g reatly tend to their 


Edification, and, moreover one 
hade this good effect that it would = 


provide 


o 
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1 
Sebool-Bays on the Lord's Day, 


and W's inure them to ſuch 4 


Religious way of ſpending, it us 


would influence their Lives e er 


after : : And tho ſome Parents 


ay be ſuch Heathens themſelves 
as to think it loft time that their 
\ Children are examined and. in- 


fruded 1 two Mo ornings in 4 W ek 
x im the Radiments of Religion, 


Jet #t in to be boped there are nor 
many but may be made ſenſible, 


' that it 1 4. material a Part of 
tbe School-Maſter'i s Duty io give 


the Mouth committed to thei 
| a through and perfes 


. Vn erſt ſtanding .of the Elements 


ee a of Grammar; | 


Ney, * that 3 own Com- 


proper 8 as. 


"mn : 
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it, their Childrens "OY = 
and the publick Happineſs, de- 


| 5 ebe more on one Wan | 


the other. 


| Revererd and 5 ed gits 0 
Ia Bitherto addreſſed wy 


ſelf to bath of you ſeparately; 1 


hall nom add fome C onſiderations 


before you conjuncily, as.Reaſous 


"why we ſhould now beſtir aud ex- 
ert our ſelues in the Inſtruct ion 
of the Tont h of all kinds, under 


our reſpettive Care, whether. as 


| Miniliers,, or Schogt Maſters. 
MF why, o 


Firſt, Ts am aid 1 i too 


| "cert ain, and, too kuown, 4 Truth, | 
C "namely this, that 4770 aug, Ae 


Heretofore cau ee 0 F f Oh 9 
ie Pee 985 . 
There | 
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"The Preface. 5” 
- Then have been indeed hors. 1 , 
rid Intmonalitice A in every. © 
Age ; 5 But in this. the very Fun-; | * 
damental Principles & al R. 
ligion both Natural and Reveal. 
ed, are attacqued and. overs * 
bore; by the Coding forces 
of, Atheiſts,: Deiſts, and Soci - 5 
niansz And perſom nom ada, 
Commit M. 2 7; not meerly 
from the Vidions Thclinations of 
Corrupt Native, but by Vertue of, 
and as ſupported thee by bed „ 
N Wert, , e "a 7 
uk Secondly the great 1 af -- 
Loofneſe efs in Principles, Man.. 
nene r, Wniverſally cackrow- 
Hl # bage been owing to the 
want of: Carechetical Inſtruction — _- 
WW W 


a 9 g” 
5 * * Li 1 by 


J ""Fhe rena N 
13 Mb 3 through which. Neg lect 

9 the preſent Generation fi Men 
= having never been woll ground-— 
ed in their Religion are become 

an eaſie preytolnfidels and Here- 
ticks; — Finding the Minds of 
Perſons nat prepoſſeſ4d with good 
Prineipler, have found it no 
Hard matter 10 ee" their = ; 
ones. N 5 . We BOOTY 

Thirdly, The owlyi ag bees: 
ow to train up a better Genera- 
tion of Men for the next Age, 
and thereby toavert the Judg · 
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dene \of "Heaven, \which do 
$ fondly threaten ur, from pour. 
A ang - down upon Hs; \ 16 ni wer- a 
= - ſal L FORO 
3 and Chmecbes to rewive \that 
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of us, how happy would the Ef. 
Ffebts of it be; for indeed tbo 
none others of our Toutb;' beſides 
thoſe in Schools, could be brought 
under ſuch 4 Catechetical 12 
iftruGzon , yet hence we may 
reaſouabiy hope for 4 much bet. 
ter Generation of Men the next 
Age, than we bave the Com- 


ſiderable 


pu 1 


the Morld through the door. of 
| 1 line. 


But if both ) of eee 1 


e and — l ſhall 


unani- i 


of "We viz. Catecheti 
cal \DoSrine. And if this were 


Univerſally done but by either 


\fort to ſee, at preſent, becauſe the 
greateſt,” or at leaſt the moſt con- 
of youth in all 

1 \Chriſtien Nations, do paſs into 


3 The — 
rnanimonſly in, intra! 
ing up 25 4 * their 4 
pechive chin es in the Printi- 
ples: of Chriſtienity, and foall 
_ then take the next opportunity of 
ar 4Epiſcopal Viſitation, 0 
5 2 them to be Confirmed: 
This timely Inſtruction, and this 
early and ſolemn engagement to 
God of Perſone in their yonth; 
Of Perſons Lſay, well Inſtrudted 
nin tbe Nature and Importance of 
A their Baptiſmal Covenant, will 
| by the Divine Bleſſing, ſecure 
. 2 conſiderable æ Nunber of 
Terſous af thebefiCapacity an, 
„ Z Eat ion, to Ser ice of their 

3 Creator, as will intime on- 
. * the done 0 9 e t 
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F bu 
Natant Nindem. by N 
And indeed to this Iſſue 4 7 
would have your Catechetical 
Inſtruct ion 1 ; and I would 
not have it ſtop in either of the 
yo wa Gradations, till it be 
you to this Iffi ue. I meank 1 
not bave the Catechiſt of 

abs Denomination ceaſe his 

Inſtruction till be has brought his 
Catechumen to the Biſhop __ 
be Confirmed; or at 'leaſtwiſe 

till he bas ſo prepured him for 
Confirmation, that if opportu- 
"nity for it cannot be had, ihe be 
1 duly prepared with requiſite 
K enk and Quali fications 
for the * _ the LORE s 
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N 3 1 i | Confirtnation; that el 1 
We bY cal Ordinance, us it i of of * vaſt 4 
| Conſequence to have it duly and 
Jolemnly adminiftred, ſo o in 2 
more peruliar manner it is re- 


quiſue that all our School Tout h, 
when they are come to Tears of 


5 Diſererion, and juſt before they 


d entring into the I or ld, nl 3 
8 both recognize the Covenant they 
malle with God, andreceive 4 5 
. - "Epiſcopal Benedichzon; To do | 
both which they ought tobe right= 


M0 and rr de. and 1 1 
B then, that they may be | 
reibt and duly qualified for 
” this, it is abſolntelyrequiſite that 
= they ſhould be fully inſtruled in | 
Ihe Covenant which they are to 
11 3 2 en, e 
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The Preface. 
Nom ] do indeed take it that 
there is not a more Fundamental 
part of Catechetical Doctrine, 
and what upon many Accounts 
is more principally requiſite to 
hade the Minds of all T ont h, 
both in Schools and Families, 
3 prepoſſeſſed withal, than that 
herein is deliver d and explain- 
ed the general Nature of the Co- 
venant of Grace, that Covenant 
we emer d into with God in our 
Baptiſ; And ] ſay this is a moſt 
Fundamental Doctrine, and 
principully requiſite to be taught 
to Youth upon many Accounts, 
T 
Pirſt, I take tbe Covenant 
of Grace, or our Baptiſmal Co- 
 venant, to comprixe the whole 
5 Doctrine 


4 TOUS Goa co 
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The Preface,” ' 
Doctrine of Chriſtianity, eben 
all that, than which the. mean- 
eſt onght not to know: leſs, at 
no Man, as a Chriſtian, is meg, | 
ſuat:d to know more; for in 4 

Word, it is in this Covenant that 
we. have oll the Articles of Re- 
conciliation betwixt God and 
Man included; aud conſequently - 
the Sum and Subſtance of the 
eas Religion contained. 
Secondly, Becauſe à general 
View of the whole Body of Chri- 
ſtianity being in'a moſt natural 
and regular Method delivgr d in 
the Doctrine of our Baptiſmal 
Covenant, thoſe who ſhall be jo 

inſtructed will be able to refer io 
their proper Heads ever) Liſ- 
_—_ Le . bereafter read 


or 


The Preface- 

or hear on any particular Point, 
to the . avoiding of Confuſion in 
their Apprebenſions of Divine 
Truthe; and indeed the whole 
Scheme of Saving Truth being 
bere laid. down_ in an orderly 
Method, ſo that every Heared 
of the Word of God may be able 
tao refer what at any time he ſhall 
bear or read in a deſultory man- 
ner to ite proper Head; it muſt 
be of great Conſequence to hade 
the Minds of Youth prepoſſeſs'4 
therewith; ſince for want of Sill 
enough in moſt Chriſtian Hearers 
to digeſt of themſelves the Sub- 
;ject Matter they ſball hear on 
read, into ſome order, their No- 
tions of Religion do ever remain 
very confuſed to their Lives end. 
* Kt 4 „ Thirdly, 


"Tho Prefice. 


« Thirdly v. And by this means 
og at once the. Noble. Exd of 
Chriſtianity, and with what in- 
finite Miſdam all the: parts of it 
are adapted thereunto\ they will 
be able without further Reading, 
to diſcover the Reaſonableneſs 
of the Chriſtian Religion, to 
the preventing of all Infufions 
of Arheiſm, or Deiſm; for poſa 
ſibly it may be, that for want of 
having. tbe whole Body of Dio 
nity Preached over to them in a 
Series of In ſtruction, aud that 
in a Catechetical way, as is done 
in the Reformed Churches a+ 
broad, Chriftianity,"tho'.the moſt 
Rational Syſtem of Verities in 
the World; ſeems to ſome to he 4 
meer n * incoberent Frin- 


leg 


| eUery- thing. therein 15 


The Pretace. 
ciplenand Praclice n, whoſe Eng 
they row not, nor hom wiſely 


to carry on that Noble End. 
Fourthly, Ihe general Do- 
Arine of the Covenant of Grare 
will be alſo 

tege 10 all Nowices, eſpecially at 
thit time, to be prepoſſeſs'd hn, 
al, as it is an Excellent Antidote 


againſt the two prevailing He- 


reſies f this Age, Socinianiſin 
on the one Hand, and Antino- 
mianiſin on the other; the one 
the. Hereſiz of the bi gber, the 


other of the more onto ſort of 


Men; y 4 true State of the Cove - 
nant of Grace being alone ſuffi- 


e fo idle or overthrow, 
* SJ and | 


* j4 — 


adapted | 


o of ſingulan Adnan 
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The Preface. 
and that without Diſputing, the 
wretched Principles of both. 
Aud laſtly; "As io avoiting 
of Diſputes as much as poſſeble, 
the great Advantage to Religion 
of this Scheme of Dobirine is this, 
that tho the whole Chriſtian Ro- 
ligion be fully repreſented there- 
in, yet very many of thoſe Con- 
troverſial Points, which have ſo | 
much troubled the Proteſtant | 
Churches, will here be paſt by, 
as not falling in therewith; For 
which Reaſon the Learned Puf- 
fendorf made choice thereof, and 
wrote his Jas Foœciale, or Do- 
Erin of Covenants, as a Medi- 
um, wherein the Proteſtant 


Churches might moſt Happily 


uniie. 
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The Preface. 
Tu for many great and good 
Reafans this | might be made. a 
moſt nece ſſary and prime part of 
Catechetical Inſtruction , but 
more particularly it ought to be 
. ſo, I preſume, with reference 
both to Confirmation, and the 
Wotthy Reception of the 
Lord's Supper, ſince in both 
theſe Ordinances their Covenant 
with God it is, which they are to 
renew, to ratify and confirm with 
him. I would indeed bawe every 
Miniſter of Religion, and every 
School-Maſter in Chriſtendom 


mahe it a weighty Caſe of Con- 


ſecience, with reference to him- 

ſelf, not to let one Jouth in his 
Fariſb or School Ianc h forth in- 
to a very dangerous World with- 
ws our 
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ut having firſt. broug ht him, ＋ 
[ not before his Biſhop which | 
k . ought to be done if f-po b, yel 
al leaſtwiſe to the Holy Altar, 
AT there Solemnly to renem his Co- 
| venant with bis God, ro engage 
himſelf mote | cloſe to bis Ser- 
dice, and withal 10 Celebrate 
2 bis Praiſl er; for being called in- 
5 to that St ate of Salvation thro 
3 Jeſus Chrift our Lord; but then 
it it ſelf-evident that to prepare 
them Worthily to do this, they 
ſhould be firſt "fall inſtrucied in 
the whole Doctrine of the Cove- 
nant of Grace; that they ſhould 
be inform! d of the 1 Terms 
and Conditions of the ſame-: 3 and 
| ſbewed withal by-whoſe Mecha-. 
I tion it was obtained for TO 
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e ene 


by what aſſiſtance they ſhell be 
png ek ee 1 Under 
what Sponſots, aud [Beprities 
theChurch o God, the; enter res 
ina its and laſely the Breathe 
and endiſpenſobleneſs- y their 
" therentnto; | 

What remains io be one with 
of the Tura ( 
pre bs tonnage 2 r- 
on I haus giver it my Paſtoral 
Letter is to direct the youth an- 
der our reſpedtive Char ge inthe 
wſe of the pupae ng 
thing of that importarice aud con 
Jequence to the Honour of God, to 
the heauy and order of Divine 
Service in his Church, and to 


, ecr- 


een eng 
mem * this I can 
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feercel) forbear bere 0 reiterat# 
2 WY | e Fes we ee. 


"en rv 
= ers, 7 bes e us in 
I the uſe thereof, ſo ar through the 
whole © Heise to" read audibly, 
gravely, and dewouly, the parts 
zlottet for them and all Nbe Lauy. 
Ani it is not to be ima gin i bow 
much to the mittual . ee" 
anti Devbtion both" of ſiniſter 
and People; in will tend, . to 
heur the Divine Service, avely 
and devoutly riad by the Min. 
ſter, ſo to have the Congregati- 
on make their Refpo ſes in t an au- 
| dible, ſolemn, and Mee man- 


. A ROT which to "mT certain 


bed 


I ße Preface. 
knowledge (for ¶ know it by fre- 
quent experience) the youth of 
all Nel, and Onalgties, may 
without mych r and a 
little direction be brought unto. 
Aud thus having given my 
thoughts upon the ſeveral Grada- 
fions that may be taken by all of 
ns, whether Miniſters or School- 
maſter, in . the Inflruction of 
Children and Youth, I have no- 

ff thing more to gdd, but to pro- 
ee 2, method, whereby both 
may be provided of Books pro- 


9 


(aſe, and the leaſt charge. 
Ne for this purpoſe in the 


Plentations, L found ii wonld be 
of great 4 | 77 to bave in 
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every Miniſters keeping, with | 
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; as 1 was tanternd, "that 
= Icell Lay-mans Library, 
on 4 conſiderable num- 
Be . 155 „%% fi over,” and 
Wt, in 4 Book preſs, and thence 
tobe given and Le br according 
1% f pf retion , % 4 among ſt th e 
grown Teople of tbe Conntry, 2 
eee among the Catei humens, 
 Whereby, much good wal done, 
= for! theſe "Books being hdg'd with 
B the reſpeflive Mini ers abroad, 
| Ht N eaſie 10 them tb ſup- 

ply the Children and youth”: with 
# 5/0 Books, "which they ball thus 
4 band; "And indeed fo 75 many 
RE” parts 'T 125 ne aucb ac- 
| Counts of the the: goed eff + of ths | 
provi fron, that I cannot "repent | 
ff my we er Charge and 
"ww 
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Trouble therein, hom con ſidera- 
ble foewer both have been 


wy 
- 


And nom upon ſuch experience 
J hope I may be excns'd, if | 
_ propoſe, that in ſowetbing + alike 
"method, a. confiderable ftoek of 
Books, ee of the Cateche- : 
tical kind, ſhould be provided at 
"band for all our C atechumend in 
y either, our Pariſhes, or Schools. - 
Ido not mean that this ſhould 
be done at the particular and pri- 
vate Charge q either Mimfter, or 
75 any one Perſon beſedey in a 
2 ariſb, which cannot ordinarily 
N 1 expected from 1; But. 
2M 15 1 won ld recommend the h- 
Fl in, "you 4 1 and 


0 
.. kv 


I * 2. J wonld humbly . propoſe 
_ that we ſend ta ſuch Bookſellers, 
u ſhall uſe us heſt, for. a conſidera- 
ble quantity 7 Bookg for the ſeve- 
ral Claſſes of Catechumeng more - 
or leſs, according to the aumber 
M Carechumens in our . Pari- 
ſhes reſpectively, and to commit 
i them to the Pariſh Clark, to re- 
|. Fail them, out io the Children 
Aud youth, who ere to make uſe 


bo 9 
a 


3. 4s for poor Servants who © 
are not ahle to buy for themſelves, 
we would do well, to perſwade 
their Maſters to do that AG of. 
charity for'thew. And as for 
the Children of tbe poor, me 
may perſwade ſome Penſons 1 | 
Quality if there be any ſuc 
tl. 


« 
* 


of the de In habit ant 
are well diſpos d 16 good Works, 
ep ecially 
fem of theſe Books upon the 
poorer ſort, in 4 more eſpecial 


the Pn 
babin our pariſhes, or ſome. 


if Landlords, to beſtow 


manner, on their Teguts. 
Aud: our cart in. ſeeing that the 


Parifb C larks gather up the Mo- 
ney, and that it be_retiirn'd ix 


due time, wiay be accounted Ju 
R on our part. 15 

4. 4s for Schools, the like 
the may be taken nn. theſe Ser * 


| #tinarits of Religion, K. 41 cou Id , 


wiſh them all made) I hat is, | 
would recommend it to be | 
Schookmaſters to feud for ſuch 


Quantities of Catechetieal Books, 
as there will be oecafion for; J 


And 


” 
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The Preface. - 
fee that they by retail'd\ ont, . 


the money ſeturn a in clue time. 
Aud the reaſan why, I propoſe 


that ſach Jort of Bool ſhould 
be provided. at hand in F arifhes 
by being at 
band, ihe Children, youth and _ 
Servants miobt with ach eaſe be 


and Schcals,. in that 


provided of them, that ne excuſe 
5 be g d on the account of 
_ i;fhenldy in getting them. For 
to render any . good te ſign pracli- 


cable (as this of Catechiſ, ug i 
. The, method propos d maybe re- 
bn amongſt. the beſt) I * 
not ſufficient barely to propoſe it; 
Nor yet to urge the Children 

and youth to furniſh themſelves 


with neceſſary Booke, that ubey 


OFF come profitably under a Ca- 
a 1 fechetical 


. 


I The Preface. 
techetical Inſtruction: But it 
will be found moreover requiſite, 
to bring the Books themſelves as 
near home to them as poſſeble; 
ſince the (lighteſt pretences will 
ſerve the turn with them, and 
even their Parents alſo, to ex- 
cuſe themſelves of much trouble 
or Charge, tho in order to their 
own greateſt Good, I he trouble 
in providing the Books, in this 
way will be none at all to the 
Catechumens ; And but liitle to 


the ſending at once for a ſuffici- 
ent quantity of Books to ſerve 4 
whole year. And as for the 
Charge, abont two - ſhillings and 
ſix pence will bring each Cate- 
„%%% - ocanen” 


* 


the Minifters and School-maſlerg. - 4 48 
95 A 1 r 
reſpectively, being no more tas 1 
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The Preface. 
chumen through. the whole! Se- 
ries of ce Inſtruction 
and through the Three Claſſes 
and to à good underſtanding he- 
fides of the uſe of the Common- 
prayer; M hich Charge is no more 
than 4 inite to 4 pound, com- 
par a wie h the expence, that the 
fame Perſons are uſually at in the 
attainment of Humane Learning. 
Reverend and Learned Sirs, 
Ii great Truſt that is re- 
po#'d in us hy the Sacliour ofube 
HMorid; And there: is not one 
Soul under our Charge, but ail 
be 1 equired at aur (hands... If 
we hall have done aur part b) 
inſtilling the principles . iet; 

and Vertne in the minds of aur 
1 e the afterward ſome (hou'd 
| 2 miſcarry, 


The Preface. 
miſcarry, (which will not often 
happen) the fault will be none 
f ours. But if we ſhould de 
liver them out of our bands into 
the, world: wery Heathens, as 
to any thing, that they know and 
believe of their Creation by, and 
dependance on God; Of the Fall 
of Man, his Rebellion againſt 


bis Maker, and of his ſiding with 


the Devil; Of our Redemption 


through the Mediation of Jeſus 


ee eee eee 
bis reſcuing us from the Domi- 


e nion of Satan; Of the terms of 


our Reconciliation with our Ma- 


ker,end of that Cavenant of Grace 
which he procur'd for us, has 


preach'd unto us, and we have en- 


tredl intiʒ And laſtly of the neceſſity 
* "6 0 


— — 222 — 
* 


kg 
Tf they ſhall gv forthef our 
tal and ſaving Truth; The Ac- 


fearful, that we ve woke: for 


rents, in excuſe that we have 


70 4 they are not ta he mention d 
with thoſe whiehn Cbriſt, bis A- 
pPoſtles, and the primitive Fa- 
you underwent inthe firſt pro- 


The Profile. 


dernde and Sanclißcu- 
the: Holy Spirit 
bands 
uninſtructed in theſe Funda men- 


tion through 


count, believe it, will be very 


lab Neole@ u Ch 
It will be in abr us thes 
zo plead the backwardneſs' of 
— the per der ſneſe of Pa- 


not imb d them with the Prin- 
eiples of our moſt holy \ Faith, 
For fhould the Djſfeulbies bet as 


great \'as can be pretend 


ps * 


The Preface. 
pagation of the Faith ; and are 
not we to follom thein-ſteps 2. Or 
if we are found gnilty of Tergiver- 
ſation canwe hade theleaſt preten- 
frons to partake in their Rewards? 
But \alaſs 5 the diffic ulty will 
rot be found (Tam fully perſwa- 

ded) balf what we imagine, with 
4 due management, and after a 
little tryal: I ſaꝝ with a due ma- 
nue ment; It is commonly appre- 
bended that the greateſt diffi- 
rulty, will be to perſwade the 
pont hof 1 5 or 20 years to yield 
themſelwet to\infiruction. But 
et any Parochial. Minifter, that 
unruhe it his care to know his Peo- 


1 *, 8. © * 
„ - 


e dipeſtion, de. 
r 


laren of theſe whom he ob ſe 


firſt, and encourage but half a 


Der 
cn moſt 


The preface 


moſt ſober in their Converſation, 5 


p beſt inclin' d to good things, and 


more ſerious than uſual in the 


worſbip of God; Let theſe hut 
come once or twice at the Mi- 
niſters invitation, to confer 
with bim, and to be Inſtruci- 
ed h/ him, and all the reſt 
will follow, | as willing to be 
thought. 45 well. of as tboſe others ; 
ſo that tbe « compliance will be 
wrought in ſt ome. out of that pi- 
ous affection they haweto what is 
goody in tpi. out of au Emula· 
tion to be counted a g ood as their 
| Nezghbours, and at Teer will 
be wrought in all, out 2 that 
ſenſe of Benefit they receive. from 
the good Inſtructions and Advire 
* their Paſtor... And And the- E 
0 


The Preface. 
en may be made of the 
youth in Schools: So that nei- 

ther bey, nor their Parents after 
a \prudent management, and ſome 
tryal, will be found obſtinate, 
and refuſe eitber to learn what 
they are put upon, or 10 provide | 

1 eld es of ſuch Books as are 
jug d-neceſjary for them. 

In fl art; no con ſiderable good 


can be attain'd to without con- 
Ricling with difficulties more cr 
leſe. Andi the good here propos d 
being of the 1 bet nature, eœi n 
the alan f many Hol, 
and the reſe cuing of them from 
the Tyranay of the Devil, and 
the:Torwments. of the damned, we 
oug hi here to flick\at\ none, no 
not the greateſt, in erden to attain 
k ends 


9 EP 


The Preface, 
ends fo great and glorious: 
Much leſs will it be ſafe far us, not | 
ſo much 'as to attempt and try 
the ways and means, that upon a 

Very little Iryal, will be found, 
not to have in them any thing 
that deſerves the Name of Di 

And ibus Reverend Sirs, you 

have the reſult of ſome rhoughts, 
wherewith I have been taken up, 
as well with reference to the 
moſt Practicable method of Cate- 
chiſing, asto the Catecbetical Do- 
Girine it ſelf. Jo cultivate both 
one, and the other, has been 4 
main part of my fludy, ſince I 
firſt, enter d into the Miniſtry. 
And I hnow not now any thing 
more, that I ſball be able to add 


as 


The Preface: : 
Lat to the Facilitating. "the. 
profiice I Catechifing by b. 
ting it into à method. n 
to the Catechetical Dodrine it 
ſelf; 1 muſt omn I am. flill 4 
debtor to the Public, having 
tliſe barg d but one part in four 
of what I did undertale on the 
Church Catechiſm. The Call 
I bad to another Service in tbe 
Plantations; The entire  Awo- 
cation that bas given me for theſe = 
laſt Ten years; And a view. of 
what IT rey been doing, with 
relation to thoſe - parts 2 2p 
that time (f which ube 
bowing wy are 4: ſmall Fog 
_—_— and more of the likg wil 
ſoon follow") Theſe I promiſe my 


auth 


fe _ ** excuſe me, 15 


"The Preface. 
with alt oqual and Candid Per- 
ent; eſpecially ſuch as know 
_ what advantages I did af Choice 
eur my ſelf off From by my difcan- 
 binuance of the r, and on 
' the contrary,what unſapporrable 
| Charges, as well as fatigues,. I 
embark my ſelf into, in the pro- 
| 6 
ud t ments 
| ef R Pre — 
i work an ib Charch Cate 
e that the remaining parts 
are earneſtly der d, 1 05 


| re to ſc 
felf all ot her 2 
8 my future labours to 
1 undertaking, 
4 4 Ged 4 bl the 


endes. 
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” The Preface. 
. of us all, (and our 
utmoſt Endeavour will be wan- 
king,) to the inſtilling of vhe 
Principles of that admirable,znd 
moſt Holy Religion, which 
| Chriſt bas revealed unto us; in 
the minds of our Children and 
 Touth (a thing of ſuch infinite 
conſequence he it ſhould * be 
done) is the bearty Prayer of 
bim, who is with the wm *0b- 


@ ſervance, #8 


2 | 
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N r and Le irned 
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"Te our woſt Obedient 
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Cle gy of e nd, 
Enforcing the Duty, and by an 


eaſie Method, acccompanied 

with a Gitable Proviſion of 
Books, facilitating to them 

the Pardaricncal” Work of 
CATECHISING: 


J 


| | Reverend Brethren, 


| Garinot without the greateſt 
hx of and Affection towards 
nee upon the good Order 

ok your Conferences, and the 
TRE" ts with which you concur d 
in thoſe Pious Reſoldrions that were 

| B made 


Peas 
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made at your late Viſitation : And 
ſo happy a beginning gives me good 
Grounds to hope the beſt things 
from you. The Truth of it is, when 
I ſit down, and conſider the ſeveral 
particular Methods of Miniſterial In- 
ſtruction, which you did then ſo cheer- 
fully come —— I am not able, upon 
the moft mature Deliberation, to 
conceive what can be wanting on 
your Parts, to render the People 
committed to your Charge, fully 
Edify d in all things neceſſary to Sal- 
vation, but putting the — 


then reſolv d upon vigorouſly into 
Execution, both as to Catechifing, 


Preaching, and private e 
and Admonit ion. 


Now, the firſt of your neben 
reſers to Catechiſing, a part of your 
Miniſtry fo exceedingly neceffary' in 
the Church of Chriſt, elpectally in an 
Age ſo looſe in its Principles as Ours 

is, that enough cannot be ſaid to in- 
cufcate that matter upon you. But 
99 i} forbear here,having fo largely ſpoken 
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However, there is one Conſideration | 
peculiar Force to your ſelves 


of ſucli 
in Mary Land, that I muſt needs re- 
mind you thereof, to invigorate you 


in that Work, tho' I know tlie 


Words themſelves were fo emphati- 
cal, and the Occaſton of them muſt 
be fo freſh in your Mind, that it will 
not be eaſie for you to forget them. 


And was it ſo, that but few Months 
paſt, the whole Province were in that 


Confternation, on the account of their 


Religion, as did far exceed our Expe- 
cation? And did the Patriots olf 
your Country, under ſucli Difficulties 
and Diſcouragements as I forbear to 
name, Renew its Eftabliſhment, and 
that too with ſuch an Z/nanimity and 
general Conſent, as ſhews it is no in- 


different thing to them? And where- 
fore was it, that notwithſtanding all, 
they would Re- eſtabliſn our Church, 


and provide for its Clergy amongſt 


them? For this End they declare 
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that in a more eſpecial manner, you 
are calld to exert your Labours, as 
a moſt important part of your 
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THEIR CH DREN AND pO. 
STERITTY BEING PRESERVED IN 


THE UNITY: OF THE CHURCH, 
FROM FACTION AND. SCHISM, 


IN HONESTY AND CHARITY, 


- MIGHT BECOME GOOD AND 
SOBER MEN, LOVING: VIRTUE, 
' HATING VICE, THE RATIO- 


NAL CONSEQUENCE OF TRUE 
CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE. Words 
ſurely that deſerve to be written 


(both for the perpetual Honour of 


the Province, and for a Memoran- 
dum to you of the Clergy, to what 
purpoſe you are continued) in 
LETTERS of GOLD on PILLARS 
of MARBLE. It evidently appears 
from hence, that the ChriſtianEducation 
of their Jouth, is what thoſe Patriots 


do cluefly expect from you. And 


ſurely then, if for this Reaſon prin- 


_ cipally, a Clergy have been there Re- 


eſtabliſh'd, ſo tar as lies in their Pow- 
er; In. this Work therefore it is, 


Mini- 
ſtry 
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ſtry among them. And you are to 
conclude from hence, That you, of 
all the Exgliſb Clergy, have a more 
than ordinary Cal to apply your 
ſelves Particular] y thereunto, 


And to me it promiſes fair, That 
you will do ſomething to purpoſe i in 
this Grand 1 5 of your Miniſtry, that 

you have divided the Catechumens in- 
yy Several Forms and Claſſes, lower 
and higher, agreeable to their Im- 
provements, and their Vears reſpe- 
ctively. This is the Method of all 
Schools, in order to have their Scho- 
lars attain to Humane Learning; and 
this would be our Method in train- 
ing up Youth to a thorough Under- 
| ſtanding of the Chriſtian Doctrine, 
were we half ſo zealous to have our 
Diſciples become perfect Chriſtians, 
as the Generality are deſirous to have 
them accompliſh'd Scholars. In this 
latter eaſe. Parents can be contented 
to have their Children Conn the Ele- 
ments of Grammar with incredible 
| en 
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torture of Mind, for ſeveral Years: 
together, tho for a long time with 
very little or no Underſtanding of 
thoſe Rules, which (Parrot like) 
they can run over by Rota. And 
when with repeated Explications their 
Minds begin to open, fo as to appre- 
hend in ſome meaſure the Meaning 
thereof, yet near a third part of 
Life is ſpent before any do arrive to 
a competent meaſure of real Rnow - 
ledge. And how ſtudious are Ma- 
ſters and Tutors to excel each other 
in bringing on the Vouth hom they 

q have undertaken to Inſtruct, through 
4 ſeveral Forms and Claſſes, till they 
hall go out of their Hands with the 
Character of good Scholars? And 
why now are not the like Pains ta- 
ken by Youth, and the like Methods 

by the Miniſters of Religion, to per- 
fect them in the Knowledge of Feſus 
Chriſt, and Him Cracify'd 8 A Know-- 
ledge ſo Excellent in it ſelf, that the 
Great and Learned St. Paul, - deter-. 
_ mined not to know any thing elſe ſave 
chat, or in compariſon with it; for 

| | 88 in 


0 
* 4 y 97 l l =" 7 \ * 
* Nas * . , =. '? 44 l * 


— 


** * 


wh e 


in compariſon witli that, all beſides 
was but Loſs with him, Phil. 3. 8. 


It is ſorely to be feared, that we 
have much lower Sentiments of theſe 
Matters than we ought, or elſe we 
ſhould be earneſt; to the utmoſt de- 
grees of Importunity, with all Pa- 
rents, to put their Children under 
ſuch a Niſcipline as ſhall be neceſſary 
to acquire the Knowledge of theſe, 
the moſt important things. But I 
beſeech you let this be no matter of 
Complaint againſt you. Firſt poſſeſs 
your own Minds, and then the Peo- 
ples, that nothing in the whole 
World is of ſuch conſequence to them 
as the Knowledge of Chriſtianity in 
thoſe its main, its Charafteriſtick, its 
primo- Eſfeutial Principles concerning 
the Nature, and Offices of Jeſs Chri/t, 
his Redemption of, and Mediation 
for us; ſince this we are aſſured is 
Life Eternal, thus to know the only 
true God, and Feſus Chriff whom he 
hath ſent, Joh. 17. 3- And ſince 
for this the Apoſtle did not ceaſe to 
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1 pray for his Coloſſians, Col. . 9, 19. 
and that they ſhould be FIL LED 


with the Knowledge of God's Will in all 
Wiſdom and Spiritual Vnderſtaudin 


= Let them know, that to furniſn 545 
4 with ſuch Knowledge is the very 
L End of your Mini by God 
L gave laat Apoſtles, aud feme Prophets, 


aud ſome Evangeliſts, — ſome Paſtors 
and Teachers, for the Perfecting of the 

Saints, for the Work of the Miniſtry, 

for the Edj Hing of the Body of Chriff 
til they all come in the Unity of 
= THE FALTH; AND YF 
4 THE & NOWLEDGE.OF 
= THE SON OF 60 D, 1 
to a perfect Man, unto the Meaſure of 
the Fj 4 of the Fulneſs of ChriS#. 
That henceforth they be no more Chil- 
dren, tofſed to and fro, and carried 
albu with every Wind of Doctrine, 
By the flight of. Men, and cunning, C raf- 
 rimeſs, bal, 4 they lie in wait to de- 
ceiue, Eph. 4. 11, 12, 13, 14. And 
finally, let them know, that the Way 
to arrive to a perfect Man, or to a 
Manly ſenſe of as and to a full 
Stature 
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Stature in Chriſtian Knowledge, is 


to begin with the Principles of Re- 
ligion, and then leaving i be Princi- 
ples of the Doctrine of Chrif?, to go on 
to Perfection, Heb. 6, 1. 


And when vo have done what 
ies in you to poſſeſs” tlie Peoples 
Minds with the Neceſſity of attain- 
ing to a full and perfect Underſtand- 
ing of the Way of their Salvation; 
then be ſure, that for your 
don Parts you ſpare no Pains 
with them, and decline not thoſe 
Methods, Which are © moſt pro- 

per to inſtru them accordingly. 
Begin as with Scholars, in Teaching, 
or Hearing them repeat to you the 
Church Catechiſm, which contains 
the Principles of the Doctrine of Chriſt. 
Proceed next to make them get by 
heart ſome Expoſition of the ſame, 


which is, to go on towards Perfettion 


with them. And leave them not 
to themſelves, till their Judgments 
-thall be ſo ripen d, as to be able in 


in 
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Words of their'own, and not merely 
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in Terms, which they have learnt 
by Rote from others, to give a Rea- 
ſon of. the Faith that is in them. 
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And to this purpoſe, range all the 

Children and 7 Abe tg ſhes, 

 - Juſt as you would Scholars, into ſe- 
. veral Forms, agreeable to their ſe- 
| veral Improvements, and difference 
2 of Age. And this I do the more in- 
b fiſt upon, becauſe I am fully per- 
ſwaded, that nothing does more ob- 
A ſtruct and diſcourage both Children, 
* and Touth, from yeilding themſelves 
1 up to a dere Diſcipline, till they 
become perfect in the Knowledge of 
Jae Chriſt, than a mixing the Elder 
outh with the meereſt Children 

in the common ways of Catechiſing. 
It Olſtructs the Childrens Progrets, 
ſo as to make them think they have 
attained ſufficiently, when they can 
barely recite by heart the Words 
of their, Catechiſm, that they ſec 
the Grows Touth, of their Pariſh call'd 
out to do no more. And on the o- 
cher fide, it Diſcourages the _ 
| 9 trom 
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terly to ſlight Catechifing. 


N 


But I need not inſiſt; for indeed 


the Catechetical part is digeſted by 
you, ſo much to my Satisfaction, 
that if you ſhall Marſhal all the 


Teuth within your reſpective Cures 


into thoſe Three Claſſes, as was done 


by you in your late Viſitation, and 
ſhall Catechiæe them accordingly, 1 
ſhall then hope very ſoon to le the 
Children and L outh in America, as 
far exceed many amongſt us here, as 


the Children of the poor V audois, 
which Thuuuus ſpeaks of, lib. 27. do 


thoſe in the Wealthier parts of the 


Chriſtian World. And the Religious 


* 


r 
from yielding themſelves to be Ca- 
techized, that they are acccompanied' 
with Children, which, as they ap- 
preherid, is a Diſparagement to them. 
And both ſeeing that there is no 
Progreſſive Motion, no going on from 
Strewgth to Strength, from one degree 
of Knowledge” to another, are taught - 
to: think there is little in it, and ut- 


Education of Touth being a part of 
inal: your 
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your Duty, of | ſuch infinite conſe- 
quence, as well to the Planting Chri- 
ſtianity with you, as the Preſerva- 
tion of it here amongſt us, I con- 
jure you, by all that Love which 
the Son of God bore to the Sons. 


of Men, when he deſcended from 


Heaven to teach and enlighten, 
the ignorant and benighted World, 
and which Love he particularly ex- 
preſſed to ſuch tender Ones; I con- 
jure you by all this, to Feed thoſe 


Lambs. 


And that there may be no Impoſſi- 
bility, Incapacity, or any want of 


Means, urg d in Excuſe for any one's 


Omiſſion in that part, I have pro- 
vided you with ſuch a Quantity of 


Books, adapted to thoſe ſeveral de- 


grees of -Catechumens, as will ſupply 
all the poorer Children at leaſtwiſe, 
11 your reſpective Cures ; and will 
alſo rake care of even thoſe of better 
Condition, ſhould their Parents be 
ſo Barbarous, as to deny to provide 
them with neceſſary Books, 3 

than 
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than they ſhall want Catechetical In- 
S · (o 


For this I have found by Expe- 
rience, even here at home, where a- 
ny Expoſitions which may be thought 
neceſſary, are near at hand in com- 
pariſon, being to be bougbt at the 
next Market- Town; yet ſuch is the 
Indifference of Mankind to that which 
is good, that few or none will be at 
the Pains, no more than the Coſt, to 
ſend for them. But if bought to 
their Hands, (and I could wiſh, that 
ſuch as are of Ability in each Neigh- 
bourhood, or the Richer Landlords, 
in reſpect of their Tenants, would 
furniſh each Pariſh with ſuch Cate- 
chetical Sets of Books for the Uſe of 
Children and Youth now growing 
up; for, I fay, if ſuch Books were 

either Bought to their Hands) or 
lodg'd with the Pariſh-Clerk, of whom 
they might purchaſe them at an eaſie 
Rate, the Matter will be brought too 
home tothem, for *em eaſily to refuſe 
to comply with the Minifters En- 
WILT + | treaties 
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treaties to give themſelves up to be 
Catechized. Now, the Want of 
Books would be much more a mat- 
ter of Excuſe for both the Children 
and Youth in your Parts, where there 
is ſuch a Scarcity, both of Bookſellers & 
Market-Towns ; and to take all manner 
of Excuſe away, and to render ſo very 
neceſſary a Work, as Catechetical In- 

ſtruttion, to all the "degrees of Eaſineſs, 
| practicable both to the Catechiſt, and 
the Catechumens, the Books themſelves 
are provided both for vou, and th 
as is now ſaid. 


For the firf# Claſs, yo ou have 17 
Church Catechiſm, with a Form 
Morning and Evening Prayer for wu 
dren: Alſo, a Grace before and after 
Meat. Together with ſome ſelect Scrip- 
tures, declaring to Children and Ser- 
wants, their Duty to Paſtors, Parents, 
and Maſters. And of. theſe I would 
have you give one to all the poorer 
Families, and to Servants Quarters 
within your reſpective Cures, Where 
there are Children; and to recom- 
mend 
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mend it to the Wealthier Parents to 
buy for theirs... And after this, let it 
be your Care to have the Children 
frequently call'd upon to repeat their 
Catechiſm, and to recite their Prayers 
and Scriptures. Let this, I fay, be 
done, either by your ſelves, when 
you ſhall viſit thoſe Families, or by 
others, whom you ſhall intruſt to 
call them thus to account in your 
ſtead. And as you cannot think . 
ſuch proper Perſons for this purpoſe, 
as the Members of the Religious So- 
ciety, or ſuperior Claſs of Catechumens 
within your Pariſhes, whom. you will 
find very ſerviceable to you in this, 
and many other good Offices within 
your Cures : So indeed, this part 
muſt be perform'd chiefly by ſome 
truſty Deputies, it being equally im- 
poſlible, either that ſuch ſmall Chil- 
dren ſhould be brought ſo many 
Miles to Church to be Catechiz'd, or 
that you ſhould be continually viſit- 
ing them at their Houſes for that 
purpoſe; for which, more than your 
Whole time would be * 0 
og be 
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ſich dilated-Cures. And it may fuf-: 
fice, that you do this in Perſon only, 
when either a Baptiſm, or the Viſita- 
tion of the Sick, or a Funeral, or any 
other Occaſion ſhall - draw you out 
into any Quarter of your Pariſhes. 
Where a competition between the 
ſeveral Duties of your Paſtoral Ofice 

is ſuch, that your time will be de- 
voured by any one of them, to the 
Omiſſion of others equally neceſfary ; 
if you ſhould give your ſelves up 
wholly to that, there is a Neceſſity 
ſo far to diſpenſe with the Perſonal 
Execution thereof, as to reſerve a 
ſhare for other parts of your Function: 
ao this I know is too much your 
Caſe. 


The Second C laſs of Catechumens 
you have judiciouſly appointed to 
conſiſt of Children between Nine and 
Ihirteen; not that you are to tie up 
your ſelves ſo nicely between ſuch 
- Periods, that a Child either under 
the one, or beyond the other, is al- 
ways to be excluded that Inſtirution 

| Whieh 
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which you judge moſt proper for 


ſuch as are within that Compaſs : 


But becauſe it is to be expected, that 
as well Chriſtian Children, as thoſe of 
the Jews, ſhould by that time be 
able to give ſome Account or Reaſon 
of the Faith that i in them. And it 
is of the greateſt uſe to fix deſigns 
to certain Periods, which will cauſe 
ſuch ExpeQations, | that (generally 
ſpeaking) things will anſwer within 
thoſe terms. And as you have Re- 


ſolved, with reſpect to this Rank of 


Catechumens, to have them learn by 
heart ſome Expoſition with Scripture 
Proofs; ſo I have accordingly ſent 
your a | ſufficient Number of that 


This Bool is divided into four Parts, 
and ſubdivided into Fifty Two Leſſons, 
one for every Sunday in the Tear ; in 
which are erplained the peculiar Terms 


„Divinity; and in which are given 


the Elements of Chriſtian Knowledge, 


both in the general Doctrine, and par- 
ralar Articles of the Covenant of 


C Grace. 
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Grace. And it is in this manner, I 
think, that your Catechiſm ought ta 
be Expounded ro young Children. 
For firſt, as to the terms in Divinity, 
Theoligy as well as all other Sciences, 
has ſome peculiar Expreſſions, which, 
till underſtood, render any Diſcourſe 
on Subjects on that Nature utterly 
unintelligible to either Hearers or 
Readers; and therefore the peculiar 
Acceptations of ſuch Words, ſo often 
occuring in our Diſcourſes of Religion, 
muſt be firſt explained to the Youth, 
as we would have them be ever 
Edify'd from the Dest, or from the 
Pulpit. And ſuch Expoſit ions ought 
alſo to be fo contrived, as to give 
the Catechumens a view of the Nature, 
Terms, and Conditions of their Co- 
venant with God, for Chriſtianity is no 
other than ſuch a Covenant. And 
the whole Texture of our Church 
Catechiſm is, according to the Ana- 
Iytical and beſt Method, both a ge- 
neral and particular Inſtruction in 
that matter. | | 


The 


r io 
The Third Claſi of Catechumens, 
you would have to conſiſt of 7ourh 
grown up to ſome Years, and theſe 
you are for treating with in a man- 
ner ſomething more Manly than rhe 
meer Children of Thirteen. You 
would not oblige them to get an Ex- 
poſition by heart, but would recom- 
mend to them ſome proper Book ra 
Read; but yet to read fo attentively, 
and with fuch Application of Mind, 
as to be fa much Maſters of its Senſe, 
that.in Conference and Diſcourſe with 
you upon thoſe Subjects, they might 
be able to give you Reaſon to con- 
clude they underſtood what they have 
Read, And indeed, hereby you will 
both lead them to exerciſe their own 
Judgments, a thing of ſingular uſe 
to N will alſo Treat them 
in ſuch a manner (tho it be in effect 
ſtill but Catechiſing) as none will 
think themſelves above. 


And it is moreover very judiciouſly 
Reſolved by you, to adviſe them more 
particularly to read ſuch a Book or 

C2 Books, 
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Books, as ſhall more fully inſtruct 
them in the Nature, Terms, and Con- 
ditions of the Covenant of Grace. To 
underſtand and comprehend which 
thoroughly, is to know the whole 
Tenor of Chriſtianity, and which, ex- 
cept it be conceived under ſuch a 
Scheme, cannot (in my Opinion ) 
be ſo rightly and clearly apprehend- 
ed. Beſides, theſe your Catechetical 
Conferences with them are primarily 
deſign d to prepare them with pro- 
per Knowledge, that if Adult, and 
not yet Baptized (of which there 
are fo many in the Plantations ) they 
may be liſted to God in Baptiſm ; 
or if they have been already Baptized, 
that they may ratifie their Baptiſmal 
Covenant with God in the Lord's-Sup- 
per. And therefore ſome more enlarged 
Diſcourſe upon the Nature, Terms, 
and Conditions of their Covenant with 
God, ſuch as ſhall farther explain, what 
throughſhortneſs might be left obſcure 
in the former, muſt, I humbly con- 
ceive, be the moſt proper Book which 
at firſt you can recommend to them g 

| 1 5 And 


And then other Diſcourſes on Faith, 


in the Layman's Library, when that 
former is fully imbib'd, may with 
greater Advantage be propos d after- 


to furniſh here alſo, ſuch of your 
Diſciples, at leaſt, as cannot provide 
themſelves; and rherefore give you 


Annopolis, as many of the Short D, 
courſes upon the Baptiſmal Covenant, 
as you ſhall want for the poorerYouth, 
both Children and Servants. 


And I order one Volume of the 
Catechetick Lectures at large for the 
uſe of your ſelves, as well as the Vouth 
in each Upper Claſs reſpectively. The 
hort Diſcoarſes are to be Read by them, 
& an Account thereof rendered to you: 
After which, a Lecture at large may 
be read to them by your ſelves, as a 


matter than the former. 


9 But 
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or a good Life, ſuch as you will find 
wards. Well, I think it my Duty 


Commiſſion to take of Mr. Jones at 


more full Explanation of that whol2 
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But why? you will ſay, the Doctrine 
of the Covenant ſo often repeated: 
That according to this, through all 
the Degrees of Catechumens, there is 
no other difference in their Inſtitu- 
tion, than the very ſame things taught, 
firſt in a ſhort, and then afterwards 
with a more enlargd and copious 
Explanation. To which I anſwer, that 
truly I ſhall deſire my Plantation Diſ- 
ciples may never underſtand the Do- 
frine of Chriſtianity otherwiſe, than 
as a Covenant of Grace, And then as 
for their being inſtructed in the ſame 
things firſt more generally, and after- 
wich more expreſs and diſtinctly. 
This is like drawing at firſt the out- 
ward Lines of a Picture, and filling 
it up afterwards with all the partt- 
cular Lineaments and Features. And 
the like Method will, I hope, make 
here as compleat a Mind within, as 
the other an outward Viſage. And 
it will indeed, in my Apprehenſion, 
improve the Mind in Divine Know- 
ledge, with an exact Proportion to the 
growth of the natural Underſtand- 


ing 
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10g; to have, as the Expoſition ex- 
plain the Catechiſm, fo the ſhort Diſ- 
cnurſe an the Baptiſmal Covenant, the 
Expoſition, and the Courſe of Lectures 
explicate both. "And I humbly con- 
ceive, ſeveral diſtinct Expoſitions in a g 
quite different Scheme, would rather 
confound than clear their Apprehen- 
ſions of Divine Truths; juſt as we ob- | 
ſerve. in Schools, the often ſhifting i 
of Boys from one School to another 
ſeldom makes any great Proficiency ; 
whilſt in keeping rhe Child to one, 6 
though a worſe, he ſhall make ſome | 
tolerable advance in Learning. The 
Reaſon is, every new Method does 
- little more than Eraſe out of the 
Mind what was impreſt in the ſore- 
going, but a gradual Progreſs from 


of things. So that if, as I have elſe- 
where ſaid, you ſhall your ſelves de- 
liver to the Carechumens an Expoſition 
more expatiated and large on the 
Point on which they have been read- 

OT AE ing 
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ing before, but to the very fame pur- 
pole, only more copiouſly explaining 
the Doctrine, this will let yet a clear- 


er Light into their underſtanding of 
theſe Divine Truths. And by this 
way of giving them Line upon Line, 
and Frecept upon Precept, they will 
at length arrive to a full Comprehen- 
ſion ot that which is indeed the whole 
Doctrine of Salvation, the Covenant of 
Grace. 


But the greateſt difficulty will be, 
to bring the Jouih to meet you to 
theſe Purpoſes, which is ſo much 
their greateſt Good, that nothing in 
the World is of that Conſequence 
to them. And therefore, becauſe that 
Touth, when once they advance to— 
wards the State of Manhood, will 
ſoon outgrow your Tuition, it is ne- 
— that you begin with them 


And, I beſeech you, with all Ex- 
pedirion, to form out of ſuch amongſt 
them in your Pariſhes reſpectively, 

: as 
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as are grown up to Years of Diſcre- 
tion, a Claſs or Society of Catechumens, 
whom I would have you to inſtruct, 
and direct, according to the Methods 
which you will find I have laid down 
at large in the Preface to my Diſcourſe 
on the Baptiſmal Covenant, the Book 
they are to Read, Digeſt, and give you 
an Account of, to which I refer you. 
I call theſe your Young Diſciples, in- 
differently, a Religious Society, or a 
Claſs of Catechumens. But ſince too 
many have ſuch groundleſs Prejudices, 
( and it is indeed an amazing thing ro 
conſider, how far ſome pitiful Pre- 
judices do, in many Caſes, pervert the 
Minds of many wiſe and good Men 
from approving, or countenancing 
the beſt Deſigns) I ſay, ſince many 
are prejudiced againſt the Word So- 
cieties, add thereto the Word Cateche- 
tical, being the Ancient Term of 
the Church of Chriſt, to ſigniſie the 
Meetings of theſe your Diſciples, and 
I know. not then how any can ex- 
cept. againſt them; for I am ſure no q 
good Man can gain- ſay, or oppoſe the 
Thing, For, FIRST, 
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FIRST, It is moſt indiſpenſably 
your Duty to call Young People to- 
2 and to give them proper and 

le Inſtructions, their Youthful 
0 Years being the very 4 . time 
©" of eng ng them firmly to God; 
1 for if] t to themſelves at FE Age, 
1 
it is my great odds, but their natural 
Þ Propenſity to Evil, which is then in 
i the Heighth ; — the Allurements of 
Cl: bad Company, which are then moſt 
N Engaging, wall firſt enter them, and 
iu afterwards bind them cloſe in the Ser- 
| vice of the Devil, the WorlA, and 
4 the Fleſh. And let any of you, as 
n you are the Miniſters of Chriſt, and 
1 Will anſwer it at the dreadful Tribu- 
. nal, take heed how you let them 
| alone to themſelves to become Slaves 
of Satan. 


OO I In 
— 
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SECONDLY, It is highly ex- 
pedient, that you ſhould, tor their 
better Conduct, put them under ſome 
8 prudential Rules. And 1 do recom- 
1 mend to you, for that purpoſe, thoſe 
bil which you will find in the Short . 


r u7 
of the Religious Societies in and about 
London, herewith ſent you ; wherein 
you will fee, that thoſe here in Eng- 
land have formd to themſelves ſuch 
Rules as deſerve -our higheſt Appro- 
bation : And, with ſome little Altera- 
tions, agreeable to the Circumſtances 
of your parts, you may regulate the 
matter with reference to the Care- 
chetical Societies (for ſuch the Reli- 
gious Societies ought all to be, more 
eſpecially ) with you in the Planta- 


F10Ms. 


7 HIRD LI, I do aſſert, That 
every Parochial Miniſter ought to 
be often preſent with them at their 
Meetings to inſtruct, and direct them 
what they are to read; to examine 
them, in order to know their Im- 
provements; to take care they do 
not warp toward Error or Schiſm; 
and to prevent Seducers from coming 
amongſt them. 


The Danger of the two latter, 1 
know is all that thoſe who are the 
moſt 


eri 
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moſt prejudic'd, have to ſuggeſt a- 
gainſt ſuch Societies of Touth. But 
whoſe fault is it, if their Clergy come 
not near them, tho' it ſhould be fo, 
that they either warp of themſelves, 
or are ſeduc'd by others of a con- 
trary Perſwaſion. 


Nay, why then, with greater Rea- 
ſon, ſhould not every Parochial Mi- 
niſter be always preſent with, and 
preſide at their Religious Conferences? 
This, My Reverend Brethren, I do 
conjure you to do; and as I lay my 
Heart upon no one thing fo much, 
as your forming theſe Catechetical 
Societies within your reſpective Cures, 
as the only means to train up a better 
Generation, than the wretched one 
now'in being ; ſo having found the 
extent of your Pariſhes to be vaſtly 
too large to have all ſuch Youth meet 
you ar one place, whether at the 
Church, or elſewhere, I defire you 
to quarter out your larger Pariſhes 
into as many Diſtricts as you ſhall 


find neceſſary for their convenient 


meeting 
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meeting together, and to appoint ſo 
many ſeveral Days and Places for 
em to meet you (every Sunday in 
the Afternoon at Church, being al- 
ways one of your Days and Places;) 
and this, if you ſhall do, tho I have 
ſeem'd in the following Catalogue 
to provide only Books for one or 
two Claſſes in each of your Pariſhes, 
yet you ſhall not want the like Num- 
ber of Books for as many Cateche- 
tical Societies as you ſhall be able to 
raiſe. And the Good God, to the 
Terror of- Satan, and all his Adhe- 


rents, ſucceed you in theſe your La- 
bours and Endeavours. 


To Second you in which, I have 
ſent you a Paſtoral Letter, perſwading 
Touth both to an early Entertainment 
of Religion; and, in order to that, 10 
put themſelves under the Conduct of 
their reſpective Miniſters. And as 
I would have you to give theſe Letters 
into the Hands of the moft ſerious 
Youth in your Pariſhes; and ſuck 
as are likelieſt to be influenc'd by 

| them, 


r 

them, in order to form them into 
ſuch a Claſs or Society of Catechumens ; 
ſo | befeech you to apply to them 
to this purpoſe by theſe Letters, with 
all poſſible Expedition, leaſt that any 
one of theſe poor Souls, for want of 
your ſecuring him to God betimes, 
be pre-engaged” to the Powers of 
Darkneſs. 


And becauſe I am abſolutely of 
your Opinion, that could you pro- 
cure ſome skilful Perſon in the Coun- 
try, to teach your Catechumens to ſing 
the Pſalms Artificially, as ſet to the 
'moſt approved Tunes ( and Mr. 
N-----S, and Mr. .. being both 

_ Skilful in Church Muſick, will foon 
train up one or two Maſters for the 
purpoſe ) the Entertainments of 
Pſalmody, eſpecially according to 
the Latter Yerfions, would won- 
derfully invite the young People 
both to enter into a Catechetical 
Society, and would charm them in- 
to a conſtant Attendance on it: 
I wou'd 


would therefore have you make 
it part of your Buſineſs at thoſe 
Meetings of the Youth," to have 
them firſt taught to Sing by Note, 


you both open, and cloſe up your 
Catechetical Conferences with a Plalm. 
This is, with St. Paul, to Catch them 
by Guile ; and I am ſure will be an 
innocent and unfinful pious Fraud. 
And as for the Pſalms themſelves, you 
have a Collection ſufficient for that 
purpoſe tent you. | 


- And now, when you have gain'd 
a Society of the beſt diſpoſed Touth 
in your Pariſhes, when you have 
brought them to a love and liking of, 


pleaſure in the Religiow Exerciſes 
with which you entertain them: 
Nay, and when you have brought 
them thus to a willing Dependance 
upon you, ſo as to give themſelves 


things; what a Blefſed Opportunity 
is 


WW EPER 1. w © 


i and then afterwards, I wen d have 


and to take a ſenſible delight and 


up cheerfully to your Inſtrut ion in all 


„ 

"Hal 

; 1 

9 N 

1 f . 8 5 

— wk 
7 21 2 

5 


- 4 F FRAY oy 28 
* LL. 1 p \ * 7 4 
„ „ * * | "7 : 9 4 


= LETTER © 


is put into your Hands of giving 
4 them to underſtand the Right Tiſe, 
the Reaſon, the Excellency ot all the 
Parts and Devotions in their Common- - 
Prayers, than which I know not any 
inſtance of Minifterial Inſtruftion of 
more conſequence to the Glory of God, 
more befitting your Function, and 
: more wanted at this Day amongſt 
5 the Common- People. 


* 


N I fay, of ſuch conſequence to the 
be Glory of God; For why? Of all the 
parts of Religion, as | have elſewhere 
obſerv'd, there is none does ſo im- 
mediately and directly point towards 
God, as publick Worſhip, and in the 
due Performance of which, the Glory 
of God is ſo much concern d. This 
is that Homage the Creature pays to 
the Creator; and when it is ſolemnly 
and awfully done, God is glorify'd in 
the Eyes of Men ; than which, what 
can be more reaſonable and neceſſary ? 
And when it is ſlightly or irreverent- 
ly paid, God is publickly tothe World, 
and in is his own Preſence, gy = 
fy ok than 
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than which what can be more pro” 
 voking to his Divine Majeſty ? And 
to take care that God is duly and 
decently Worſhip'd, is your peculiar, 
Province, and a matter too which = 
does inſinitely concern Perſons of 
your Function. It is you that preſide 
in Religious Aſſemblies, and the good 
Conduct of that affair is wholly un- 
der you. It is you alone can re- 
prove there the diſorderly and in- 
devout; and as you will approve 
your ſelves for your Zeal in your 
great Maſter's Service, you, will by 
no means endure there any Irregulas 
rity and Levity, but will moſt dili- 
gently inſtruct all your People fo to 
demean themſelves both in Body and 
Mind, as becomes ſuch mean Crea- 
8 57 in the Preſence of ſo great a 


Aud yet, what is there wherein 
the generality of the Common - People 
do Want Inſtruction more than in 
this; very Caſe of paying their Wor- 
Lo e - reverence, 
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| Reverence, and Devotion? It is really 
endugh to diſturb the Spirits of any 
ſerious Chriſtian, to obſerve with 
what Wine,, -Careleſneſs, Un- 
convernedneſs, ſo as to betra = 
no manner of Devotion in the 4 
the penerality do demean — 
in the moſt ſoletum parts of God's 
Service. But this great Evil, fo much 
the Scandal and Offence of Pious 
Minds, (and I wiſh I could not fay of 
the Reformation) as it does in a great 
| Meaſure proceed from Ignorance in 
the Nature, and Reaſon of the Of- 
frees; ſo it would ſoon be removed, 
were there but Tweaty in each Con- 
gregation of the beſt difpoked Towh, 
well inſtrucedin their Commen-Prayer, 
and directed how to make their Ne- 
ſpouſes with a Grave, Solemn Tote, 
aN from a Bevout and Pons 
Heart. Example does as much in- 
fluence in this, as in any ether Oaſe; 
and a well regulzted Service appears 
ſo Venerable and Becoming, that rhe 
whole Con n will infeqſ{ibly 
ſlide into the] ation of thoſe who 
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ſhall have gain'd a Catecberica! Soctery 


for you to Lend to the 


in ſo material a 
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render it ſuch, Now, N 


take che reunity, when you 


of Yoath to meet you in order to re- 
ceive your Spiritual Councit and Ad- 


vice, more - particularly to inſtruct 


them well in the Ute and Reaſon of 


the Lit 


urged in t 


, is what 1 have formerly 
Pretace to my Diſcourſe 


an the Baptiſual Covenant. And that 
1 ſame Advice here, is 


becauſe I think it a point of the greateſt 
importance to the Glory of God, and 
to the Service of Men's Souls, that we 


. Worſhip him aright. And that you 


may — no Obſtruction in the Re- 
ion of chis matter, for want of 


I have ſent Commun» Prayers 


poorer Touth, 
And that they may be duly directed 
a part, I oF ſont you 
to Lend alſo to the Catechwnens, that 


moſt approved Rationale ori our Ser- 
vice, Dr. Beveridge n Sermon on the 
De 2 * "ru Commons 
. 
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The laſt Reſolution you have taken 
under this Head of Catechiſing, was, 
that ſo ſoon as you ſhall have duly 
prepared ſome of the Superior Claſs 
of Catechumens for the Holy Sacrament, 
ſo as not to fail of a ſufficient number 
of Communicants, you would thence / 
| forwards have Monthly | Sacraments 
in your reſpective Churches. 
without doubt, the Miniſter who ſhall 
be able to form out of the Touth of 
his Pariſh, ſuch a Society, as we are 
now ſpeaking of, need never want 
Company at a Monthly, or more fre- 
quent Sacraments. When therefore 
you ſhall have train d up a conſider- 
able number of the Jouth of your 
Pariſh, to a very good pitch of know- * 
ledge in the Nature, Terms, and Con- 
ditions; and in whatever elſe pertains 
to that Covenant, which in that Or- 
diuance tliey are to ratifie and renew 
with God; and ſhall withall have 
ſeaſon d them by your Religious Dif- 
courſes with em, and Pious Directions 
given them, with ſuch Virtues. and 
Graces, as muſt qualiſie them to be 
Nen * 1 ; worthy 
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worthy” Communicants ; immediately 
upon that, I beſeech you to appoint 
your Monthly Sacraments, and to make 

it your ſpecial care to have all the 
Catecbhumens of the Superior Claſs, 
conſtantly, as well as worthily to 
partake in that Holy Ordinance. 


Hereby your Youth will be happily 
PO in the Service of God. 
And from them, you will be always 
ſure to have Gueſts at the Lord's» 
Table. And if you can inſtruct and 
prepare ſome of the poorer Negroes: 
ſo far, as that they may join in Com- 
munion with you at the Supper of 
our Lord, (as our Brother Mr. C -h 
has fo worthily done) methinks the 
Diverſity of Complexions will add a 
Beauty to the Spiritual Entertainment: 
And it may rejoice our very Hearts 
to behold Minds ſo enlighten d, in 
Bodies fo Dar x. W 


Our Bleſſed Saviour gave it as a 
Sign of the 'Meſſias's being come a- 
mongſt the Jews, That the Poor had 
51 | D 3 the 
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the Goſpel preached wit. them. And 
ſure our Americass may have reaſon 
then to look upon your Miſſos as 
from God, when 2 ſhall behold 
you labourin "g to improve the Minds 


of the meanelt of them with the pre 
cious Truths of Religian. 


The remaining part of your 555 
tation Ads relates to Preaching, to 
private Application, and to ſuch Me- 
thods of Diſcipliue, as are moſt ne- 
cellary to be maintained — your 
- ſelves. | 


And I ſhall, at my firſt 3 
reflect likewiſe upon * Parts ſuc- 
ay ge in the ſame manner as here. 
1 ſay, in the ſame manner as here; 
for I ſhall not offer to lay heavy Bur- 
thens upon you, and not touch * with 
one of my Fingers, but as with Rela- 

tion to. the Catechizing of all the 
degrees of Touth, Care ſhall be taken 
to furniſh you with Catechiſms and 
Expefitions for them; ſo with cf 


7 * two remaining Parts, fall 


E 30 
ſhall induſtriouſly endeavour to pro- 
vide you with ſuch neceſſary Helps 
as I can poſſibly procure, that fo there 
may be no, want \of means to any of 
you to execute the moſt difficult of 
all your Reſolutions, and nothing to 
urge in Excule as to the Impracti- 
cableneſs of any one of thoſe Parti- 
culars, you have ſo well, ſo much 
becoming your Function, Reſolved 
upon; for this you may aſſure your 
ſelves, that I am in the Lord Jelus 
CART. | 


5 Reverend Sirs, 
London, March Ms 
the 11 1700, © 


Four moZt Afectionate Brother, 
and Fairhful Fellom - Labourer, 


Thomas Bray. 
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To be Obſerved i in the Þ 
PLANTATION 9. 


Conſiſting of Books more par- 
ticularly fitted for the Uſe of 
the Three ſeveral Claſſes of 
'Catechumens there, in order 
to Seaſon the growing Ge- 

neration with the Principles 
of Piety and Virtue. 


puri r to the Reſolutions made to 
that purpoſe the Second Day of 
the Viſitation in Mary-Land, 1 
the 245, 1 "On 


* 


42 LETTER I 


L For the Firſt Claſs of 
Catechumens, con- 
ſiſting of Children 
under 19 7 Lg of 


Nine. 


HE Church ee with a 
Form of Mo an m"__ 
Fw for Children, © And a Gr — 
before 7 after Meat. Together with 
ſome ſeleft Scriptares, e the 
Duty of Children, and Servants, to their 
Paſtors, and Maſters 20 


Theſe th b many as 
FJ e 


I. Forte e Class 
of Catechumens. 


| 4. Ex dan of the Charch Cate- 
ehiſnm, W h Scripture Proofs, fitted 


for 


for the Second Claſs of Catechumens 
in the Plantations Divided into Four 


Parts, and ſubdivided into Fifty 7 wo 
Leſſons; one for every Salley in the 


Year: In which are explain d, the 


peculiar Terms in Divinity; And in 
which ate given the Elements of 
Chriſtian Knowledge, both in the 
general Doctrine, and particular Ar- 
ticles of the Covenant of Grace 20 


e. My pn 4 wil 
ITE For the Third Claſs 8, 
or the Society of 
Catechumens, to be 
fitted for the Bleſſed 
Sacrament either of 
Baptiſin, if Adult; or 
the Lord 5-Supper, if 
formerly Baptiz d. 


8 
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Preparative to the forming, and 
Engaging of which Cateche- 
tical Soc iet⸗ , 


I. A Paſtoral Letter from a Mi- 

niſter, addreſs d to the Young Per- 
ſons of his Pariſh; ſhewing them the 
Neceſſity and Advantage of an early 
Religion; in order to perſwade the 
Youth of each Pariſh in the Planta- 
tions to enter into Religiam Societies 
of Catechumens, under the Conduct 
of their reſpective Miniſters 20 


f Theſe to be put into the Hands o the 


mo#t ſerious Youth in 4 Pariſh, in 
» order to form them into ſuch 4 
' Claſs, or Catechetical Society. 


And to which is added, the 
better to engage them to 
meet at ſuch Catechetical Con- 
ferences, as well as to promote 

fo Heavenly à part of Divine 
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1 as Pſalmody in its 


2. A Collefion of proper TI ſalms 
out of. the late Verſions, with Feſtival . 
and Sacramental Hymns, ſufficient to 
be Sung in Families, Schools, and 
Churches. And ſet to the moſt ap- 
proved Tunes which are in uſe 20 


Theſe ts be Sung both as the begin- 
ning and end of the Conference. 


And then, for the proper In- 
ſtruction of theſe Perſons, 


3. A Short Diſcourſe on the Doctrine 

of our Baptiſmal;Covenant, proper to 

be read by all Young Perſons, in or- 
der to their underſtanding the whole 
Frame and Tenor of, the Chriſtian 
Religion; and to their being duly 
prepared for Confirmation; with 
Devotions preparatory to that Apo- 
ſtolick and Uſeful Ordinance.— 20 
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* '4 Courſe of Leckuret m the 
Chu Carechiſm. Theſe to be Read 


by ſome one at the Catechetical Con. 


 Jerence, more fully to Explain the 
Whole Matter before Read or Diſ⸗ 
- conſt upon. — — — 20 

ommon- 2 ra yers 20 
| 8. Dr. Beveti ge Sermon on the 
Oſefalneſs and 3 of the Com- 
- mon-Prayer - = 20 
V. A Few Carin amd" Direct ion: 
in order to the more Devoar and De- 
cent Performance of the Fublick Wor- 
E. of r a 4 winted by the Church 
f England - wa tory EIT 2 


. 

Ke to be Lene to the Youth-;j the 5 
rior _ 1 CEO 1 * 
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8 Baptiſmal Covenant, 4 
"bere ee, * in hey Faker. 
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